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Kim Churchill

New Home For Sale on 4 Acres

Located 4 miles south of Wainwright at 
the corner of Hwy 41 & Greenshields road. 

Beautiful 1650 Sq. Ft. custom bungalow. 
5 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms. Inviting open 

concept. $430,000.  
To view phone 780-209-2525

For all your floorcovering needs

112 - 10th Street  Wainwright
SOUTH OF THE CLOCK
 Ph: 780-842-3939

AreA rugs
Blowout 

Prices

Huge Savings
on selected In-stock

CarPet & Lino 

All regular Priced

25% oFF!

All regular Priced

25% oFF!

SummertimeBLOWOUT

Open your doors to beautiful floors
Use the Front or Back Door

Now Open in Wainwright

GRAND OPENING  August 16, 2013
 • Debit/Credit Machine 
 • Limousine Service Available
 • Meters & Radio in Vehicles

780-806-1234
25 years in Business

8

Classifieds 

Ads Get 
Results

To place classified ad’s 
Call Tanya

780-842-4465

Whether you’re buying or selling

starnews.castarnews.ca
      T

he

New

Wainwright’s information source!

News     |      Sports     |     Local Events     |     StarTV

       Make us  
              your homepage!

Talent not bound by age at Mistahaya

Stacy Thomas
stacy@starnews.ca

Sounds of the new and sounds of the not-so-new 
were juxtaposed Friday night at Come By the Hills 

in Mistahaya August 16. The crowd was blown away 
by two performers who, with very different musi-
cal styles, commanded the stage with accomplished 
talent. 

Jim Byrnes, whose legendary status preceded 
him onto the stage where he entertained with easy 
confidence, was followed by 22-year-old Australian 
dynamo Kim Churchill, brimming over with wide-
eyed youthful energy.

Byrnes was born in St. Louis, Missouri, and after 
a long, rich career sharing the stage with legend-
ary performers like Ray Charles, R.L. Burnside and 
Taj Mahal, continues to write and record albums in 
Vancouver, B.C. 

On Friday night he alternated foot-stomping blues 
standards and funk favourites with stories from his 
seemingly endless repertoire of impressive personal 

anecdotes about musical stars, 
and the crowd was hooked.

Byrnes also paid tribute in 
song to blues founder Robert 
Johnson and to Elvis Presley, 
who both died on August 16. He 
toured with Waylon Jennings 
and Willie Nelson in 1977, and 
was in Nashville, Tennessee 
with the country stars when he 
heard the news of Presley’s pass-
ing. 

In memory, he felt compelled 
to sing “Are You Lonesome 
Tonight” at Mistahaya; “I had to 
sing one of these tunes tonight, 
on a beautiful night like this,” 
he said, and proceeded to croon 
a simple version of the song, 
accompanied only by the audi-
ence.

Come By the Hills was 
Byrne’s final stop on a sum-

mer festival tour, and he found the small venue 
and crowd a very refreshing change from the big-
ger festivals. “I didn’t know what to expect,” he said. 
“The people couldn’t have been nicer. Sometimes 
you go to these things, and people have been doing 
them for years, some of them are such a dog’s break-
fast. But a night like tonight, it was spectacular. This 
is the sort of thing that I love, really more than any-
thing. There’s an intimacy, there’s a love that goes 
back and forth. The energy we give, the energy we 
get back, creates a really special bond. It’s my great 
pleasure to be here.”

Churchill also found the venue and the intimate 
crowd to be very inspiring. “Tonight was incredibly 
freeing, and that allowed me to do my job to the 
best of my abilities,” he said. “Seeing a festival in 
this budding, sort of blossoming stage is incredibly 
inspirational, and everybody’s in this incredibly 
free state of mind. There were no restrictions. I felt 
I could do anything that I wanted and that’s a nice 
feeling to have, sometimes you don’t have that.”

Churchill splits his time between Vancouver 

Island, where he lives out of his van, Montreal, 
where he records music, and various beaches around 
the world where he goes to surf when he finds the 
time. He plans, among other things, to start work on 
an electronic album, integrating classical guitar and 
an orchestra; “when I can afford it. I have lots of ideas, 
and which of those is a reality is not up to me. I just 
hang on and head in a direction.”

While the two performers may be at opposite ends 
of their careers, they share similar philosophies on 
life. Byrnes is still active in the music world and 
doesn’t consider himself to be at the end of his pro-
ductivity, not by a long shot. He says his daughter, 
an aspiring filmmaker, keeps him on his toes, and 
besides, at his age, what else would he do?

“If I couldn’t do this, I’d be in jail,” he says. “I’m 
officially a geezer. But at the same time I’ve still got 
that 19 year old within me. I don’t think about the 
good old days. These are the good old days for me.”
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