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Chuckwagon racing: a family affair
Stacy Thomas

stacy@starnews.ca
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huckwagon racing has come a very long way in the 44
years that Brian Laboucane has been a contender in the
sport.
When he first started it was more of a hobby sport, and
while it still is a sport of passion, the stakes are higher, the
horses are faster and the cost of running a chuckwagon team
is huge.
That’s why, more often than not, when you watch the
chuckwagon races, you’re watching a network of family
ties; the support needed for such a complicated and expensive sport as “racing chuck” makes getting the whole family
involved all but a necessity.
On the track there are brothers, cousins, fathers and sons
driving the wagons and outriding, and behind the scenes,
mothers, spouses and kids are helping out with the vast
amount of work that goes along with packing up to 20 horses and all their gear, not to mention the wagons themselves,
from rodeo to rodeo across the country for the months of the
summer season.
“Some people have told us over the years, when the kids
were growing up, that that’s a terrible way to raise kids, dragging them down the road,” Laboucane said. “It’s not a terrible way to raise kids; they’re with you all the time, not like
some city kids, you don’t know what they’re doing, they’re
down in the malls, or they’re doing stuff and both parents
are working. With us, our children were with us all the time,
and now our grandchildren are with us all the time. So it’s
great.”
“You can’t do it without family supporting you; it’s just
too much work,” outrider Mick Nolin said, whose father,
grandfather and two brothers have all raced chuckwagons.
Laboucane is his wife’s father. “Most people in racing got
into it through family in a roundabout way. If it wasn’t a
dad or a grandpa, it was a brother.”
While the main reason for a whole family’s help is logistical in nature, the benefits, according to those involved, are
the strong family bonds that working together creates, and
as kids grow up around the sport, they grow to love it too,
and so carry on the family tradition.
Dale Mitsuing grew up around the sport and now he
loves it. After almost losing a leg in an accident last year, he
rehabilitated himself and is now back up and riding.
“I have passion for this, it’s what I want to do. I realized
how much I missed it when I watched the guys ride when
I was hurt. I got addicted, to get out on a horse,” he said. “It’s
an unreal feeling, once you get out riding, you get a love for
it big time.”
Now, he loves the life; the feeling of community that
being constantly surrounded by friends, family and fans
brings. “You’re with the family 100 per cent of the time,
you’re never missing anybody. We all get together, and kick
back and realize this is what it’s all about.”
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