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For their part, the graduates unanimously found the strength it took to
complete the program empowering,
and many adapted naturally to military life and plan to continue it.
Robin Johnstone of Leask, SK, persevered through the passing of her father
to complete the program, and was honored the Warrior Spirit award by her
peers. “I decided to stay and finish,
because I’m sure my dad would be
happy that I’m doing this,” Johnstone
said. She also received the Second Place
Candidate award for her division.
“It just gets drilled into you,” graduate Ronald Gaskin said. “Step by step,
you start to notice yourself changing.
It’s the environment around you, the
people you meet, it’s just what happens.”
“It was extremely challenging at the
beginning, worth every effort I put
into it, and I made a lot of great friends
along the way,” he said.
Gaskin said that even his posture
was improved by the physical effort of
marching and exercising, and he plans
to continue that, too. “I’m going to be
pushing myself everyday from now
on,” he said. “I know where I want to
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go now, and I know what I want to do.”
Detractors of the program have said
that aboriginal youth should not be
recruited into the military due to the
rocky history the Canadian government has with First Nations people.
Strickland says to look around the
Square for evidence to the contrary.
“This is not a new thing. There were
[aboriginal] veterans from Korea, Vietnam and Afghanistan on the Square
today,” Strickland said. “They’re very
proud of where they come from,
whether they take as pride their Native
nation, or their province, or our country, it really doesn’t matter, they’re all
proud to wear the maple leaf.
“I would argue that native Canadians are Canadians, and all of us have
a right to serve in one way, shape or
form. And they’re good soldiers, their
heart’s in it and they take a lot of pride
in their country.”
Strickland went on to point out
that fifty per cent of past Bold Eagle
graduates have returned to serve in
the Canadian military.
“There’s value right there. We’ve just
trained another generation of soldiers
for Western Canada,” he said.
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The Bold Eagle 2013 graduation ceremony was August 15 in Keller
Parade Square. Above left, Saskatchewan Lieutenant-Governor Vaughn
Solomon-Schofield meets Bold Eagle elder Angelina Waskewitch.
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