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Ghost stories were a stirring success
sional storytellers came from around
Western Canada to join Wainwright’s
own Pearl-Ann Gooding on a stage like
no other, the platform of an old boxcar.
The unusual stage combined with the
nighttime setting made for a unique
experience not only for the audience,
but for the tellers as well.
“I’ve never done anything like this,
telling at night, outside,” said teller
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T

he night was cool and stars were out
for an audience of one hundred or
so brave souls, bundled under blankets
to hear tales of terror at the Ghost Storytelling Event in Wainwright Rail Park.
On Friday, August 9, five profes-

Jeff Stockton’s performance mesmerized at the Ghost
Storytelling Event, which took place in the Rail Park on Friday August 9. He was joined by Karen Gummo, Dawn Blue,
Mary Anne Lippiatt and Pearl-Ann Gooding.
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Karen Gummo who, along with Mary
Anne Lippiatt, told a thousand-yearold Icelandic saga — a “psychological
portrait of a tragic hero”.
“It’s meant to be told in the dark,”
Gummo said of the story, which features the undead, curses and a crone,
convincingly and unnervingly portrayed by Lippiatt.
Dawn Blue told a story about Fabyan Bridge, which she researched extensively and interviewed retired local
rail workers to write. “The Fabyan
Bridge is haunted,” her story began,
and she proceeded to relate the true
events which occurred during the
building of the bridge; the murder of
a Native American worker which was
allegedly ordered by a crew foreman,
and the ghost of which still haunts the
bridge and has caused several mysterious accidents at the spot.
“This story was mine, it sat on my
shoulders and said: ‘you have to tell
me’” Blue said. While speaking with
the old timers she discovered many stories which she says tell the other side of
Canada’s long railway history.
“They’re excited, they want me to
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tell these stories,” Blue said. “Some are
not connected to anything anymore,
they’re in nursing homes, so they’ve
just got their stories, and no one to tell
them to. I’m that person.”
Bonnie Logan of Saskatoon gave an
expert and lively rendition of Aaron
Kelly’s “Bones”, an east-coast ghost
story told with a banjo, and Jeff Stockton of Calgary mesmerized with a harpaccompanied telling of Tsonokwa, a
Pacific Northwest Native American
story.
“The big delight in storytelling is in
adding meat to the bones of the story,
filling it out, making it vibrant,” Stockton said. “I think those are the places all
storytellers bring something of themselves and their own experiences in,
personalizing things somewhat.”
Gooding finished the evening with a
nautical ghost story “The Upper Berth”.
She says she is happy with the evening
and the new venue; the sight lines
were good and the sound direction by
Ashley Verhappen was flawless.
“I was really pleased with it. There
was strong telling all the way through,”
Gooding said, adding that the raised
stage was a big plus as in past years
people’s view of the performers had
been limited by their proximity to the
stage. “I loved being out in the cemetery, but I liked this spot much better,”
she said.
Gooding hopes to hold the event
in the Rail Park in future years, but
admits the continuance of the event
will be dependent on grant funding. “I
just wouldn’t do it out of pocket again,
because there’re just way too many
costs involved,” she said.
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