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E9-Enviro Sprayfoam
Wainwright 

Insulation Cellulose

Insulation

(587) 281-7447

Residential • Commercial • Farm • Renovations

Over  10 Years Experience • Locally Owned

Shane Tipler
780-806-1462
780-842-5091

 sstipler@gmail.com

Your Complete Automotive Repair Shop
 Oil Changes  Tune Ups  Brakes  Shocks   Transmission 

 Engine Diagnosis   RV Tune Ups &  Maintenance
 Insurance Inspections  Complete Air  Conditioning Service

 Complete Auto Detailing
  (780) 806-2255

Cell: (780) 806-4096
HOURS: Monday - Friday  8:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.

1345 - 1st Ave.

and repair inc.
"since 2002"

Employment
Opportunity

New Fashion Store Opening
In Wainwright 

Unisex and Children’s Apparel
We require a Store Manager and Part Time Employees

Must be a responsible, reliable, team player 
Good communication skills and public relations an asset 

For more information call Ali at: 780-475-4764 
Fax resume to : 780-475-4764 or 
email to: aljomha@hotmail.com

MUNICIPAL DISTRICT
OF WAINWRIGHT #61

2013 PROPERTY 
TAX & ASSESSMENT 

NOTICES
Please take notice that pursuant to Section 311 of 
the Municipal Government Act, the Property Tax 
& Assessment Notices for the M.D. of Wainwright 
No. 61 have been mailed out on the 15th day of 
July, 2013.

Please visit our website  www.mdwainwright.ca 
under “Quick Links” and view a detailed listing 
from Waste Management for ‘Unacceptable Waste 
list for    MD Garbage Bins’

Kelly Buchinski
Municipal Administrator

Huge Lot, 
103 Ft of Lakefront,

Great Beach, Older Cabin,
$319,000 - Cabin #17

Call Brad At 
(403) 877-3931

Clear Lake Cabin For Sale
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Cuatro L sells its equine assets
Stacy Thomas
stacy@starnews.ca

Sixteen years after bringing their first 
Andalusian horses from Spain in 

1997, to start what became the largest 
breeding centre of the Pure Spanish 
Horse in Canada, Carlos and Brenda 
Lara sold all but two of their stock at 
auction July 18—34 horses in total.

The auction, held at their centre, 
Cuatro L in Wainwright, drew buy-
ers from around North America, both 
physically and many internet bidders. 

While the centuries-old breed is 
prized in Spain, Mexico, and South 
America, both Laras feel the value of 
the horses they bred went unappreci-
ated in Canada, causing them to finally 
throw in the towel this year.

“For us to attract customers from 
the Warmblood world was going to be 
impossible. So it wasn’t the time for the 
Spanish horse in Canada,” Carlos Lara 
told Star News the day after the sale. 
“We made a mistake, trying to market 
these horses here. It’s just like if you go 
to the Arctic and want to sell ice cubes 
to the Eskimos. It doesn’t work.”

By us leaving, I think we’re leaving 
a big void . . . nobody has the resources 
or the knowledge to do justice to the 
breed here in Canada. We’re leaving 
too, so we’re taking that away with us.”

As of 2010 there were only 185,000 

registered Andalusians in the world, 
due to crossbreeding and export restric-
tions from Spain until the 1960s. Before 
the sale, there were about 300 in Cana-
da, almost ten per cent of which were 
owned by the Laras.

On top of a lack of a market for the 
Andalusians, the couple also battled a 
short selling season, and difficulty find-
ing and keeping staff. “I cannot com-
pete with the salaries of the oil patch,” 
said Carlos Lara.

Gurka, a six-year-old stallion, fetched 
the highest price, just under $26,000, 
and the rest were sold for as low as 
$4,000, which the Laras say reflects a 
lack of knowledge about the breed in 
this country.

“To get good quality horses, with 
good morphology, good movement, 
good temperament, is really difficult,” 
said Brenda Lara. “You have to spend 
money to get that. So we spent our 
money. We took the trips to Spain, we 
bought our horses and we bred horses 
of that calibre. That incurs an expense. 
Then you put them out into the mar-
ketplace, and they want them for two 
or three thousand dollars. If they can 
get a quarterhorse for two thousand 
dollars, why can’t they get one of these 
for two thousand dollars?”

It’s a matter of education, and maybe 
we were just a little ahead of our time, 
because people who have bought these 
horses over the years have been incred-

ibly happy with them, and it’s changed 
their minds completely. The horses 
themselves are educating the people.”

Although the Laras feel their horses 
didn’t fetch the prices they could have 
in a different marketplace, they are sat-
isfied with the sale.

“It’s bittersweet,” said Brenda Lara, 
“because you do get attached. . . Every-
one at the sale yesterday got a real-
ly good deal. Some of them got an 
extraordinary deal. They’re going to 
good homes, it’s a win-win situation. 
We’re happy.”

Photos: Stacy Thomas

Carlos Lara sold all but two of his stock of 
Andalusian horses July 18. Left, Lara with 
Guarijio at auction. Above, with Gurka, the 
stallion who fetched the highest price at just 
under $26,000.
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