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Working towards a better kids’ library
Stacy Thomas

stacy@starnews.ca

T

he Wainwright Public Library’s children’s section, in the
basement of the library, will be getting an upgrade once
it raises $50,000 to purchase proper library shelving and
friendlier furnishings.
“Library shelving is not cheap,” said library manager
Jodi Dahlgren. “If you look now, the wooden shelves that
are there now are sagging in the middle, because they can’t
hold the books. It will make the books easier to find. Right
now things are really tight because we don’t have enough
shelf space.”
When the library’s upper section was renovated in 2007
and the adult area received new shelving, the old shelves
were moved downstairs for the children’s area.
“Now those are mismatched,” Dahlgren said, “so the idea
is to make everything the same, and change around the layout of it so it’s easier to use and more open for the kids, for a
play area.”
The new furniture that will be added will be more accommodating to adults who want to sit and read with children;
“it will make it so when people come, they’ll feel more at
home,” Dahlgren said.
The library held a “Blazing BBQ Bash” July 4 to raise
money for the changes. Between the barbecue and a book
sale, over $600 was raised, and a raffle for fuel raised over
$3,000. The library gave a cheque for first prize, $1,000 at a
gas station of the winner’s choosing, to Bell Byrne, a second
prize $300 cheque to Lucette Bilodeau, and $200 for third
prize to Daryl Atkinson.
The MD of Wainwright’s Rural Recreation Board donated
$5,000 towards the project, Dahlgren said, and will donate
another $5,000 in the new year.
As other ways to raise the amount needed, Dahlgren says
the library will be looking at fund-matching government
grants, and the next fundraising event has been planned for
November 23: a “Fun Casino” at the Elk’s Hall.
“We’re thinking that people can tie it in with their company Christmas parties,” Dahlgren said. The event will include
a dinner and “fun” gambling, and ticket information will be
announced on the library website closer to the date.
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Top, Kealie Gates hones her target shooting skills at the Wainwright Public Library’s “Blazing BBQ Bash” on Thursday July 4.
Above, Sofia Neypes does some colouring. The Bash was held to
raise money to help purchase new shelving and furnishings for the
children’s library.
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