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Highway 14 due for improvements

Alberta Transportation held a public consultation on Wednesday
June 5 about proposed changes to Highway 14 through Wainwright. (Below) Subway owner Robin Witzaney discusses options.
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lberta Transportation is in the process of assessing the future of Highway 14 as it runs through Wainwright,
and on Wednesday June 5 conducted
the first of two, perhaps more, public
consultations about the area.
An in-service safety review of the
stretch of highway was completed in
2008, and at that time several safety
issues were identified and an in-depth
access management study was recommended.
A technical committee—comprising members of Alberta Transportation,
Associated Engineering and the Town
of Wainwright—was formed and conducted the study, and identified specific
problem areas, both immediate and in
the future as the area is developed and
traffic is increased.
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The committee identified the following issues: Closely spaced intersections, accesses interfering with intersections, overlarge accesses, closely spaced
accesses, large vehicles off-tracking at
narrow intersections, and vehicles bypassing on shoulders when left turning
vehicles are queueing.
Some key recommendations are:
• A roundabout is suggested for the
intersection of 1 Street and Highway 14,
with a meridian to the east of it.
• Several accesses blocked, with
shared accesses created between neighbouring businesses.
• Access closure to 15 Street to prevent shortcutting to Main Street.
• Intersection upgrades at 18 Street—
a roundabout or signalization.
• South access closed at 23 Street.
The main reason for the access closures is to cut down on uncontrolled
turning from the highway into businesses, which Alberta Transportation
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representatives say will cause accidents
as traffic volume increases.
Uncontrolled turning onto the highway will also become more dangerous
as gaps between traffic become less frequent, they said.
At the consultation, there were
mixed reactions to the recommendations, the roundabout at 1 Street being
the least popular, followed by the intersection at 27 Street, to which no changes are proposed. Some visitors suggested
a new access to Walmart from the east,
as a way to alleviate traffic at the 27
Street intersection.
Many business owners along Highway 14 expressed concern at how their
accesses might be affected.
Jacob Kim, owner of Anna’s Restaurant and Esso at 6 Street, may have his
main access, at the north-east corner of
his property, blocked completely. He
says he stands to lose up to one third
of his current business if the change is
approved: “a very, very big problem,”
he said.
Laurie and Tom Ward, owners of the
Fas Gas at 14 Street, may have one of
their two accesses tightened, and the
other moved and reduced to a shared
access with neighbouring businesses.
This change would impede access for
fuel trucks, they say.
“I like change, I like improvements,
but I also like to eat,” Tom Ward said. “I
just bought this business two years ago,
and I see [it] going up in smoke. I’ve got
too much money invested to have it
go, due to somebody’s interpretation of
what’s going to work.”
Representatives from Alberta Transportation were adamant that the
changes proposed are merely recommendations, and once a plan is in place,
it will be implemented gradually as
developmental changes occur along
the corridor, and as routine improvements are made.
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The changes are not reactions to
current problems, they stressed, but
to anticipated ones as traffic increases
over years.
“What Alberta Transportation
doesn’t want, is a plan not in place,
and then they’re reacting to situations.
They want to have a plan that lets them
make changes over time, modify access,
and have a safe road the whole time.
They don’t want an unsafe road that
they have to react to,” said Ryan Batty
of Associated Engineering.
“We don’t want anybody to get hurt
out there, that’s what we’re afraid of,
those are what we’re trying to prevent
with these changes. Change is never
easy to deal with.”
According to Alberta Transportation,
they will be assessing the feedback
they receive from this consultation and
drafting a new plan, to be assessed by
the public again in the fall.
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