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o Many Faces Going So Many Places was the theme of the day at Wainwright’s Peace Memorial Multiplex Saturday June 1, and as the graduates
of Wainwright High School accepted their diplomas and their aspirations were
announced to the gathered audience of families and friends, it was clear that
these young adults truly are headed to so many different places.
Some are college and university bound, some for trades or for carrying on the
family business. One graduate is entering design school in New York, another is
enlisting in the navy. A few will be teachers; others will be artists or musicians.
Whatever their chosen paths, the 2013 class of Wainwright High is nothing if
not diverse.
“The variety of the personalities makes it so challenging and so beautiful to see
them blossom,” said Principal Vince Saretsky after the ceremony. “A key thing for
this group is they’ve always had a keen direction. They’ve had an idea of where
they want to go.”
Now they’re going to leave our little safe haven, and go out into the real world,
and they need to know that it’s not necessarily going to be as nice and as protective as it might have been here, and they need to look after themselves, and know
that they’re doing what they should be doing and follow their hearts.”
True to form, Saretsky delivered a rousing speech to the graduates, along with
several other individuals from the community including Mayor Norm Coleman
and CFB/ASU Wainwright Commander Lt. Col. Tod Strickland.
Strickland recalled his experience last fall, serving a meal to Wainwright
seniors with the graduates: “I could not help but notice the maturity, character
and personability of the grade twelve students. Today I am struck by their poise,
dignity, and elegance. You’ve truly done yourselves and your community proud,”
he said.
Student representatives Kennedy Scherbinsky and Caleb Ferbey honored
beloved teacher Brent Allen, retiring this year, with a heartfelt speech and a gift,
which he accepted to a standing ovation from his students.
“It is because of him that so many of us looked forward to coming to school,”
they said. “He has helped shape us into the people we are today, and for many of
us we wouldn’t be who we are if wasn’t for him. Mr. Allen will forever be missed,
not only in the halls of Wainwright High School, but to every student and colleague who has ever gotten the chance to be touched by his kindness and his
caring heart.”
Allen responded with an inspired speech of his own, capped by the honest
message: “I don’t know much, but I do know this: if you are not prepared to pursue your own dreams, somebody will hire you to pursue theirs. That’s not what
I want for you.”
Valedictorian Leah Hammond was not present as she was performing at the
Provincial Piano Festival in Saskatoon, but her recorded speech summed up the
feeling of the day: “Though we all have different interests and may be travelling
very different paths after grad, we all got here together . . . within all of us lies the
potential for whatever success we wish. With hard work we may all achieve our
wildest dreams.”
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