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Announcements

June 2013

July 2013

15 Wainwright Summer Expo. 11:00am - 5:00pm. Royal Canadian Legion. Over 30 vendors, Door Prize 
Draws, Free Coffee

16 Wainwright Wheelers 4th Annual Father’s Day Show and Shine. Registration: 10: am - Noon. 
Show: Noon - 3:30 pm, Cruise: 3:45 pm - 4:30 pm. Eastalta Co-op Gas Bar Wainwright, AB. Proceeds to the 
Attic Pentecostal Youth Group

16 Annual Fathers Day Brunch at the Royal Canadian Legion. Come out and enjoy brunch withy Dad. 
Serving from 10:00-12:00. Adults $10.00, Children 12 and under $5.00. Everyone Welcome.

19 Wainwright Stampede Downtown will be located in the Peace Memorial Multiplex Parking Lot. Activities 
begin at 5:00 PM. Annual Chili Cook-off & Competition, Pie Auction, Car Show, Dunk Tank, Air Band Contest, 
Beef on a bun with beans & slaw, BBQs, Popcorn, Lemonade, Ice-Cream, Try Riding a Mechancial Bull! Chil-
dren’s Activities and More.

23 The Wainwright Elks Royal Purple Sunday Brunches  9:00am - 1:00pm. Excellent variety for a won-
derful Sunday moring out. Age 4-10 $5, 11 & up $10  There will be no Brunches for July & Aug.

24 LINK UNION Gospel Bluegrass Band “Northern Lights Tour” In Concert  7:00 p.m. Wainwright 
Pentecostal Church 1101-5th Avenue, No Admission fee / free will offering. For concert info: (780) 842-3033 

25 Wainwright Public Library’s Summer Reading Program’s Sneak Peeks. Not sure what to expect 
from this year’s program? Join us today and tomorrow (4-5pm) for FREE drop in sessions for children ages 
3-12. No pre-registration required. For more information 780-842-2673 or www.wainwrightlibrary.ab.ca

4 Wainwright Public Library’s Blazing BBQ Bash. 11:30am-1:30pm Join us for lunch as we kick off 
summer! There will be games and crafts for children so bring the whole family along for food, fun and games! 
Proceeds will go towards renovating the children’s library.

8 Wainwright Public Library’s Summer Reading Program starts today! The best part of summer 
will be exploring places, ideas, stories, and characters never experienced before. Sign up for a two week session 
where cool books and reading adventures await children ages 3-12! For more information 780-842-2673 or 
www.wainwrightlibrary.ab.ca

10 The 15th Annual Kinsella Graveldome Bullarama. 30 top Professional Bullriders, Kids wild pon¥ 
Races, Concession (open @5pm): Food with Flair, Beer Garden 5pm-2am. Dance with Denim & Diamonds. 
Admission $15 each or $50 Family. Preschool free. For more info call Ellie 780-386-2340 or Cheryl 780-336-
2344

19 9th Annual Fischer Family Golf Tournament. Wainwright Golf Club. To register 780-842-3046. Break-
fast, green fees, power cart, buffett dinner, prizes, silent auction. Registration 8-9:30. Shot gun 10:00am Texas 
Scramble, Max 144 golfers. Supper & Live auction. Proceeds to Cross Cancer Institute. Call Butch 780-842-
4632 or Sherri 780-842-5150 for cash sponsors or Corinne 780-754-3814 for auction items.

“Kingdom Rock” Summer Bible Day Camp for ages 4 years to grade 6. July 8 – 12, 9am to noon.         
Wainwright Pentecostal Assembly, 1101-5 Ave. For free registration call 780-842-3033.

Wainwright Church of the Nazarene inviteds you to VBS 2013, “ATHENS”,  July 21 - 25 for ages 4 
yrs to grade 6. You will travel back into Bible times without setting foot outside our community. Website:              
www.wainnaz.com Find us on Facebook! FREE Registration. 
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Albertans have the right to access information, and to have their personal 
information protected. Help us strike the right balance.

The Government of Alberta is holding public consultations as part of its 
review of the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy (FOIP) Act. 
Don Scott, Associate Minister of Accountability, Transparency &  
Transformation, will be travelling across the province to meet with 
Albertans to talk about the legislation. 

You are invited to attend one of the following sessions in your area:

June 14 – Fort McMurray
June 24 – Lloydminster
June 26 – Grande Prairie

Media are invited to attend one of two separate media stakeholder sessions:

June 20 – Calgary
June 25 – Edmonton

Visit alberta.ca/FOIPReview or call 310-0000 for the times 
and venues for the public and media sessions. You can  
also visit the website to participate in an online consultation 
until July 31, 2013.

Just one of the many ways 
we’re Building Alberta
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According to RCMP Wainwright detachment com-
mander Sgt. Lane Newton, social media harass-

ment complaints are getting out of control, and are 

preventing his force from focusing on higher priority 
issues such as drug activity and youth issues in the 
community.

“Social media crime is demanding a tremendous 
amount of our time,” he said. “Statistically, we are up 
I think fifty per cent for criminal harassment stalking 
complaints, because of social media.... We’re dealing 
with a lot of those kinds of issues, which is not good, 
because we should be focusing on the serious stuff.”

There are lots of social media crimes that are being 
committed—stalking by predators on the internet. 
That’s the stuff we should be focusing on, not the six-
teen year old girls that can’t stop texting each other.”

Criminal harassment, or stalking, according to the 
Criminal Code of Canada, is defined on the RCMP 
website as: “repeated conduct that is carried out over 
a period of time and which causes you to reasonably 
fear for your safety or the safety of someone known 
to you.”

This is not the case, Newton says, in ninety-five 
per cent of the social media harassment complaints 
his force receives, which he estimates are currently 
taking up about forty per cent of their time. “A lot 
of people think that criminal harassment under the 
criminal code is texting, if somebody won’t stop tex-
ting them. But it’s not,” he said.

“That’s not what that law is all about.”
There’s a difference 

between actual threats and 
empty threats, Newton 
says. “You have to believe 

that the person is capable of carrying out the threat. 
People don’t get that. I like the 24 hour rule: think 
about it for 24 hours, before you call the police.”

His other advice to those who may be experienc-
ing negativity online? “Close your account. What we 
are finding is that the people who are complaining 
about these social media crimes are usually engaged 
in conversation. They’re also engaging the other per-
son. But there are tools available to them to get [rid 
of] that person: either turn off their Facebook or block 
their call.

“We don’t just do verbal warnings. We’re not the 
verbal warning guys. It’s not what we do. We’re here 
to solve crime. We’re here to investigate crime, not to 
be wagging our fingers at people. There’s a purpose 
for criminal law, and it’s not because people can’t get 
along.

“We get a lot of complaints here. We do provide 
a very good service to our community, and our 
community needs to understand, in a larger centre, 
they wouldn’t get that service. They wouldn’t get a 
police officer responding to some of the stuff that we 
respond to here in Wainwright.”

Newton explains that there are compound posi-
tive effects when the RCMP is free to focus on higher 
priority problems in the community. For example, 
youth issues, being one of those priorities, can become 
a focus, thereby helping to stop youth-related social 
problems, and by extension, social media problems, 
before they start.

Media non-crime ties up cops’ time
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