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Handivan Society officially launched

members, but they are confident it will pick up once
the community gets used to its presence.
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Wainwright and District Handivan Society
officially launched its operations on Tuesday,
August 6, at a ceremony held at Points West Living
and attended by committee members and the public.
“This is a dream come true for me, I'm real excited
about having this all start up,” said Society president

Bernie Buzik.

The new wheelchair-accessible van—a 2012
Dodge Grand Caravan—and the passenger bus previ-

ously owned by the Wainwright Health Centre and
sold to the Society for a dollar, were on display.

The project has been partly funded by a $75,000
matching grant from the Medically At-Risk Driver
Centre (MARD) which operates out of the University
of Alberta. The Centre put out a call for applicants to
its Rural Alberta Pilot Project researching alternate
transportation services for seniors, and after a careful
selection process, the Handivan Society was chosen

out of 17 applications.

“The Handivan Society was broader in scope,
in that they were interested in transporting peo-
ple with different medical conditions, not just the
seniors,” said MARD representative Bonnie Dobbs,
who has been working with the Society since its
application was accepted in January of 2013. “They
submitted a proposal that was just incredibly com -
prehensive. It was clear, there was the engagement,
there was a real possibility of developing this model.
Now, eight short months later, here is the van, and

here is the bus.”

MARD is using the Society’s experience to create
a model for other Albertan rural communities to use
for their own alternate transportation development,
and conducted surveys this year of 50 people over 65
and 50 under 65 in Wainwright, to determine where
and how the community would best be served.

“It's really important if you're going to have a
model of alternate transportation that it goes to
where the community members want it to go,”

Dobbs said.

The service has had a slow start, say committee

Wainwright and Area Handivan Society committee members, from left, Jim Muir, Myron Zajic, Randy Tiz-
zard, MARD representative Bonnie Dobbs, driver Harvey Walter, and president Bernie Buzik, kneeling. The
Society officially launched its operations August 6.

At the August 5 town council meeting, councillor
Randy Tizzard mentioned a need to revisit income
options in order for the Society to continue in the
long term, as at the moment its main funding is still
coming from the initial MARD grant.

“At some point we will have to still supplement
our income, as it is not a full cost recovery service by
any means,” Tizzard told council.

After looking at several options such as using
several volunteers to run the service, the committee
decided to hire a full time driver.

“In the end the only right answer was to have a

full time person, that can book the calls and respond

to people’s needs in an organized fashion,” Tizzard

said.

Harvey Walter, a licensed class 1 driver, took the
new van on its first trip, a trip to Lloydminster, on

August 1.

There were two passengers on that trip, he said,

established.

taking people around.”

but expects there will be more once the service is

“Once we get more used to it | guess we’ll get more
calls,” Walter said. “I've been fairly busy, it's pleasant
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