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tales to haunt a new stage
“I’ve got some of the best tellers in
Western Canada. I just thought, I’m
doing this, I want to make sure it’s
going to be spectacular,” she said.
Also performing will be Karen
Gummo, the Western Canadian representative for Storytellers of Canada,
and Mary Anne Lippiatt, back by popular demand.
Bonnie Logan, from Saskatoon, will
perform her rendition of Aaron Kelly’s
Bones on the banjo for comic relief, and
a special highlight of the evening will
be the telling of local railway ghost
lore, adapted from the stories of actual
retired engineers who have worked in
the Wainwright area.
“I’m very particular about who performs for me and what they perform,”
Gooding said. “It is only the best. Unless
I’ve personally seen them perform, I
don’t bring anybody in just on word of
mouth. Everybody who comes, I know
is a top-notch performer.”
Gooding says it was easy to convince
the storytellers to come once they were
told the concept of the night.
“They were very excited, because it
is very unique—in an antique railway
park, and ghost stories at night, just the
ambiance of being here, it’s going to
have a really nice feel to it.”
The new location is going to be a
positive change, Gooding says, citing
the fact that the venue is not next to
the highway, as the cemetery is, so the
night will have a more secluded, pri-
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vate feel, and the performers will not
have to compete with the lights and
noise of passing cars.
“When people come, especially people who are not familiar with storytelling, they are just blown away,” Gooding
said. “It is amazing. Just by word alone,
not dressed in costume, no props, you
don’t have anything to assist you other
than your voice, you are just telling the
story, and within that story, you can
take people and immerse them into different places, different times, different
people, it’s so exciting, and when you
have somebody who’s trained, that’s
what they do professionally, it is an
amazing experience. The first timers,
they get hooked, because it really is a
tremendous experience.”
Gooding’s own journey into the
world of storytelling is a story in itself.
She was in charge of children’s programming at the library in Cold Lake,
Alberta when she wrote an essay that
won her library a visit from a professional storyteller.

It was so successful—”standing
room only”—that Gooding was tasked
with bringing more and more storytellers to perform in the area. Due to the
heavy First Nations influence there,
the Cold Lake area is well versed in the
art of storytelling, Gooding says.
Her efforts culminated in a four day
storytelling festival, which she organized and which ran for four years,
until she moved to Wainwright.
“It snowballed, it just got so big, and
before I knew it, I was up to my eyeballs in storytelling,”she said.
Meanwhile, Gooding, whose interests lie in “gruesome” classic fairy tales
and ghost stories, was realizing that her
experience running story and reading
programs in the library was storytelling in itself.
“I was doing storytelling, not realizing that that’s what I was doing,” she
said.
Gooding’s Ghost Storytelling Event
runs in the antique Rail Park, from 8:00
p.m. till 11:00 p.m., on Friday August 9.
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