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Food bank spreads out
Stacy Thomas

stacy@starnews.ca

T

he Wainwright Food Bank is in the process of
moving to its new facility, just off Main St. on 3
Ave., and if all goes well will be open to its first customers by Tuesday July 11.
“It’s been a gradual process with lots of help,” said
Dan Marchuk, who runs the food bank.
The organization had been searching for a new
building to house its operations for almost six years,
he says, before finding this one to rent.
“It was an enormous need. We could never find
the right combination of cost, location and square
footage,” he said.
The food bank’s previous location—in the basement of the Presbyterian Church—while affordable,
was badly under-sized and awkward for mobilitychallenged clients.
“It was brutal,” Marchuk said. He appreciates the

generosity of the church’s donation of the space,
which they rented for a nominal amount, but says
logistically it was no longer practical for food bank’s
purposes.
The new location is 1,700 square feet, compared to
approximately 300 at the previous one, and is housed
on a single floor.
“It’s going to be so much nicer that way—our clients not having to carry their groceries up and down
the stairs; some of them aren’t able to do it,” he said.
“It made it quite difficult to manage; some of the folks
are challenged that way or are elderly.”
Also, the new building has a rear overhead door
for loading, a boardroom and a front foyer area for
serving clients.
As it would have been required to alter its nonprofit status if it were to purchase a property, the food
bank opted to rent a space instead, and with the initiative of Wainwright volunteer Laureen Laturnas, it
secured donations from local businesses to cover the
rental costs of one year.

Grade three students from Blessed Sacrament School helped the Wainwright Food Bank move to
its new location on 3 Ave. The food bank hopes to be open for business by Tuesday July 11.
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“She was quite instrumental in getting us funding—she pushed us,” Marchuk said of Laturnas. “We
had been looking for a building for a long time, and
nothing suited us. And then this one came along,
someone approached us and said they were buying
this building and were willing to renovate it to suit
us. The beauty of renting is we don’t have to maintain the building; we don’t have to fix what’s broken.”
According to Marchuk the new facility is just in
time, as the food bank has seen a rise in community
need due to increasing rents and a decline in vacancies. The rise of the cost of living combined with fixed
incomes is also a factor, he says.
“We have noticed in the past six months, since the
new year, there seems to be an increase in usage. Not
a great amount, but certainly more than we saw at
the same time last year,” he said.
Ideally Marchuk would like to see the food bank
open two days a week, rather than just Tuesdays, its
current schedule. Ten new volunteers are needed
to accomplish that goal, and he hopes that with the
expanded space, the bank will be able to enter into
partnerships with other aid agencies in the area,
bringing more volunteers.
He does however want to remind the community that new volunteers are always welcome and
needed.
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203 Ascot Drive

1118 - 25 St.

Pt of 26-45-4-W4

#57 Clear Lake

Pt of SW 25-44-4W4

1114 - 26 St.

• 1810 sq.ft. Bungalow
• Outdoor Pool
MLS# 48593 $739,000

• 3322 sq. ft. Two Storey
• 5 bedroom, 4 bath
MLS# 49371 $525,900

• 1646 sq. ft. Bungalow
• 9.98 Acres
MLS# 49456 $489,000

• 2000 sq.ft, 1 1/2 Storey, Waterfront

• 4 Bedrooms, 1 Bath
MLS# 47649
$450,000

• 2192 sq.ft Bungalow
• 10.87 Acres
MLS# 49452 $449,000

• 1326 sq.ft. Bi-Level
• 5 Bed, 3 Bath
MLS# 49486 $419,000

1137 - 25 St.

510 - 2 St. Cres.

505 - 3 St.

505 - 3 St.

5560 - 52 St. Edgerton

901 - 8 Ave.

• 1936 sq. ft. Two Storey
• 6 bedroom, 3 bath
MLS# 49113 $399,900

• 1994 sq.ft. 4 Level Split
• 3 Bed, 3 Bath
MLS# 49436
$394,000

• 1844 sq.ft. Split Level
• 7 Bedroom, 4 bath
MLS# 49308
$397,777

• 1261 sq.ft. Split Level
• 3 Bedroom, 3 bath
MLS# 49252
$359,000

• 1594 sq. ft. Bi-Level
• 6 bedroom, 3 bath
MLS# 48627 $354,900

• 1342 sq.ft., Bungalow
• 5 Bedrooms, 2 Bath
MLS# 47966
$338,000

1045 - 21 St.

545 - 22 St.

5136 - 57 Ave. Edgerton

833 - 8 Ave.

514 - 2 St. Cresc.

905 - 8 St.

• 1280 sq.ft. 4 Level Split
• 4 bedroom, 3 bath
MLS# 49522 $315,000

• 1385 sq.ft. Bi-Level
• 5 Bed, 2 Bath
MLS# 48699 $299,900

• 1100 sq. ft., Bungalow
• 4 bedroom, 3 bath
$289,900
MLS# 49248

• 1144 sq. ft., Bungalow
• 3 bedroom, 2 bath
$269,900
MLS# 49258

$2000 Buyers Bonus upon closing
• 1130 sq.ft. Bungalow
• 5 bedroom, 3 bath
MLS# 48675 $324,900

New P rice

V i s i t w w w. b a u g h a n r e a l t y. c o m

New P rice

• 1012 sq. ft. Duplex
• 4 bedroom, 2 bath
MLS# 49023 $249,900
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