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With thanks, Handivan comes home

Stacy Thomas

stacy@starnews.ca

T

he Wainwright and District
Handivan Society (WDHS) has purchased a van and will have it on the
road as soon as they have hired a driver.
According to Society president Bernie Buzik, the new van was brought
from Edmonton on Tuesday June 25,
and members are currently in the process of familiarizing themselves with
the controls and wheelchair mounts.
“It’s beautiful,” Buzik said. “We’re
getting familiar with [it]; there’s a lot of
learning there, but it’s going well.”
With help from local donations and
a grant from a government-funded
pilot project, WDHS purchased the van
for $47,000. It is equipped to carry two
wheelchair passengers, two other passengers, and a driver. It has a wheelchair ramp and anchors, and meets
provincial safety standards.
“It’s been a long haul,” Buzik said.
WDHS was formed in December of
2012 and has been working since then
to provide much needed wheelchairfriendly transit in the MD of Wainwright.
The society has also acquired a bus,
purchased from the MD of Wainwright
for $1, which will be used for group
excursions. Bus drivers will be passenger-provided, with a $50 leave-thegarage fee; it was used on Saturday
June 22 to transport a group to the
Stampede Parade, Buzik said.
The van will cost users $6 each way
per trip—slightly more than a taxi,
which is what people who can’t drive
themselves generally use now.
The purchase was first announced
when Buzik accepted donations from

Battle River Lodge (BRL) residents on
June 19.
BRL residents raised $935.55 for the
WDHS, from a penny drive, private
donations and almost $500 from Betty
Campbell who donated a handmade
quilt.
“It’s been incredible how much
community support we’ve enjoyed, it’s
just so gratifying, it makes me proud
to be from Wainwright,” Buzik when
he accepted the donation. “This sort of
thing really does help us a tremendous
amount. Our bank account is pretty
low these days; other members of the
committee and myself have had to
dip into our personal accounts to pay
some of the bills. This is so timely you
wouldn’t believe.”
“It’s a pretty near-and-dear-to-ourheart cause, here at the lodge,” said BRL
Activity Coordinator Donna Pratt.
Shuttle services which are taken for
granted in cities are harder to come by
in rural areas, she said, leaving many
mobility-challenged residents homebound. “We were thrilled when the
Handivan Society started and this
issue was being addressed.”
WDHS member and town councillor Randy Tizzard said that he foresees
more financial help from the Town and
MD in the future.
“With the desire to give when something is new and fresh, it’s quite easy
to get donations. As time wears on it’s
more difficult to raise funds,” he said.
“Once it’s up and operational, and we
work out a few of the kinks with the
service, I think we’ll look back and say,
why did we wait so long?”
If it does take the support of councils in the future to sustain it, I hope
those members do support it, going forward—if necessary to keep it going—
because it is very important.”
exeCutive Home

Sold

Donna Pratt of the Battle River Lodge (BRL), presented $935.55,
raised by BRL residents, to Wainwright and District Handivan
Society president Bernie Buzik on June 19.
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would like to invite
family and friends to their
wedding celebration
July 6 @ 7:00pm
at the Wainwright
Communiplex

2901 - 9 Avenue
MLS# 49413

$425,000

Old Victorian charm with all the luxuries
of New! 2581 sqft of living space, 3
levels, 4 bedrooms, 4 baths, wrap around
veranda!

PrePare to be imPressed

2509 - 10 Avenue
mls#49477

$405,000

This 5 bedroom (3/2), 3 bath home is
sure to please! Large covered deck backing onto green space makes relaxing &
entertaining a breeze.

1106 - 19 Street
mls#48741

$314,900

5 bedroom Family home in quiet
neighborhood. New laminate flooring in
living room.
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1210 - 4 Avenue
mls#49453

$272,900

This 3 bedroom renovated bungalow features
new kitchen, windows & siding, furnace and
hot water tank. Don’t wait to view!

exCellent buy!

Dance, Toonie Bar
& Lunch
Absolutely No Gifts

2824 - 11 avenue $267,540
mls#49030

Thank You...
Harold Rathwell
utu
and his family would like to
thank everyone who came to his
90th Birthday celebration
for all the phone calls and
warm wishes

Check out this 2-storey, 3 bedroom, 3
bath duplex with 1721 sqft of living
space. Located in newer subdivision
close to shopping.

affordable

410 - 3 street

$234,000 2834 - 12 ave. $227,900

mls#48409

This home features 4 bedrooms, 2 baths,
large kitchen, large family room in basement, a covered deck, garden spot and a
detached garage. Something for everyone
in the family!

mls#49189

Great opportunity in this 3 bedroom, 1492
sq ft home. Located on the east side of
Wainwright close to shopping. Heated
attached garage!
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1046 - 16 avenue $199,000
mls#49484

Many upgrades include windows,
shingles, hot water tank & fence in
this 945 sq ft home with beautiful
yard & double detached garage.

aCreage lot

N
1222 - 1 avenue $195,000
mls#49307

3 bedroom - 2 storey duplex has large
kitchenm, 1 1/2 baths, and a large bay
window in living room. Features 16’ x
24’ detached garage & is priced to sell!

4836 - 49 Ave. $119,900
mls# 48852
1360 sqft, 3 bedroom, 3 bath Mobile
Home on basement and double lot.
2 fireplaces & finished basement.

1138 - 8 avenue $59,900

lot # 10, banjo est. $59,800

mls#48931

mls#48099
Vacant lot in Banjo Estates ready for
you to built your Dream Home. 3.24
acres

Excellent place to built. One block
from Elementary school. Private yard
with mature trees & garden shed

uThank you.

2501 - 14th Ave.
Wainwright, AB
T9W 1V7

(780) 842-2010
www.bhgresswainwright.ca

